158                               Ireland.                           [CHAP,
reach a time of something like Constitutional Government
supreme in every part of the country; we see at the Castle the
rule of the soldier replaced by that of the prelate and lawyer,
and of the commanding mind of Strafford. An era of horrible
civil war follows; the hostile races and faiths of Ireland
encounter each other in deadly conflict; an immense majority
of the Irish people, at a time when religious passions had
peculiar force, engage in a struggle with Puritan England; and
Cromwell closes the strife, crushing Ireland down, and ruling
the country with an iron hand after effecting an immense
change in its social condition. The period, as a whole,
contains two phases; each presents dark and sinister features,-
and reveals much that History deplores, if all is not disastrous
and eviL                                                             s^
In the first phase peace is not broken by J#fe sword, but
an archaic type of society is effaced by the' introduction of
English law and land-tenures, by force; and vast tracts of
Ulster are torn from their old possessors, and made the seat
of a colony foreign in faith and blood. Large confiscations
follow that are mere acts of wrong; and the extension of the
sphere of the Anglican Church, the continuous immigration of
Protestant settlers, the fierce resistance of the Irish Catholic
Church, and the religious persecution which is the result,
enormously increase animosities of creed and enlarge the old
and deep divisions of race in Ireland. The Irish Parliament,
also, is packed, in the interest of the Crown and of the
English and Scotch colonies; and an era of despotic rule is
marked by the perfidy of Charles I, by Stafford's tyranny, by
the attempt to confiscate wholesale, by mere arbitrary power.
Yet civilisation did, to some extent, make real progress in
those days, especially in Ulster; and the organising genius of
Strafford and his firm and equal government unquestionably
caused material prosperity to advance.
In the second phase the seeds of evil bear their natural fruit: